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The Second Vatican Council adopted Incarnation Theology, the study of God that 
emphasizes God’s commitment to human beings on earth, and eventually reflected this 
theology in its own documents. This process promoted a positive interpretation of human 
activities such as science, social sciences and culture, and opened the doors to serious 
discussion of inculturation, which is an on-going interaction between gospel and culture. 
This paper explores the crucial theological question of inculturation on three levels: 
1. God’s Incarnation, 2. the symbol that challenges the church’s incarnation in this world, 
and 3. the church’s basic principle for living in this world as a sacrament. First, inculturation 
is grounded in Incarnation, which means God enfleshed in this world in the person of Jesus. 
Jesus, the incarnate God, did, in turn, incarnate himself in his own historical culture; in 
other words, Jesus lived concretely in his own local situation (context). The church as a 
sacrament should reveal the unseen God to the world and incarnate itself in this world 
following the example of Jesus’ incarnation. God’s Incarnation, therefore, is ultimately the 
example and the model of the church’s inculturation. Second, inculturation is a symbol that 
points out what is lacking in the church as a sacrament for every age; and it orientates the 
church in the direction of its incarnation in this world as the “signs of the times.” Third, if we 
consider inculturation an ideal for the Church’s living in this world, rather than a mere 
technique or a means for the church’s mission, we would enable inculturation to function as a 
principle which could constantly and self-critically check how the church lives in this world 
as a sacrament. 
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